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Naval Aviation has also been at the cutting edge of aerospace expeditions from the first 

successful crossing of the Atlantic by an aircraft, exploration of the Arctic and Antarctic, 

and journeys of discovery into outer space. The common denominator for those who 

participated in this exciting history was their training in a Southern city along the Gulf of 

Mexico: Pensacola, Florida, the site of the nation's first naval air station. Since 1914, it 

was here that the fledglings tested their mettle against the demands of flying aircraft, 

learning the unique skills required to fly from ships at sea to find distant targets and 

return to their moving, rolling and pitching "airfield," often in bad weather and frequently 

at night. It makes perfect sense that Pensacola has a world-class museum to 

commemorate its place, and that of Naval Aviation, in history.  

 

National Naval Aviation Museum 

 

 Museum admission is free. 

 

 It is one of the world’s largest aviation Museums and is the largest of 12 

Department of the Navy museums located within the United States. 

 

 More than 150 vintage aircraft representing Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard 

aviation are displayed in more than 300,000 square feet of exhibit space and on 

more than 37 acres outside of the Museum. 

 

 The Museum has more than 4,000 artifacts in its collection. 

 

 Museum memorabilia representing nearly a century of Naval Aviation history 

includes personal mementos from historic battles, flight logs, vintage equipment 

and flight clothing.  

 

 Free guided tours inside the Museum and free 20-minute Flight Line bus tours 

outside. 

 

 



 

 

Hangar Bay One 

 
 The most recent addition  houses approximately 35 aircraft and adds 55,000 

square feet of exhibit space to the Museum.  

 

 The Hangar’s façade, reminiscent of hangars of old, displays aircraft of the post-

World War II era. Among them is the R4D-5L Skytrain  nicknamed “Que Sera 

Sera” that in 1956, became the first aircraft to land at the South Pole, as well as 

the P2V-1 Neptune nicknamed the “Truculent Turtle” that in 1946, established a 

long-distance record during a flight between Perth, Australia and Columbus, 

Ohio. In addition, Hangar Bay One will be the future home for the Museum’s 

Coast Guard Aviation Exhibit and will house the SP-5B Marlin, the last 

operational flying boat in the U.S. Navy.  
 

 

IMAX® Naval Aviation Memorial Theatre 

 

 

 It is one of the world’s largest IMAX® theatres and has the largest screen in 

Florida. 

 

 It took two years to construct the theatre. It contains 690 tons of structural steel 

and 1,990 cubic yards of concrete.  

 

 The seven-story high screen is 62 feet high and 82 feet wide with a frontal surface 

area of 5,084 square feet.  

 

 The screen itself weighs more than 600 pounds and is stretched over a structure 

called the screen tower, weighing more than five tons.  

 

 The projected image on the screen is magnified 273 times the size of the film 

frame.  

 



 There are 535 seats in the theatre, which is handicap accessible.  

 

 Ticket prices range from $5.00–$8.75.  

 

An exhibit itself, the Café’s décor and 

layout duplicate the bar area of the famous Cubi Point Officer’s Club in the Western 

Pacific, which was a major source of enjoyment for Navy and Marine Corps squadrons, 

shipmates and units. When the club closed in 1992, more than 1,000 plaques were sent to 

the Museum to be placed as they were when the club closed. The Museum’s Cubi Bar 

Café opened in 1996. 

 

 Offering everything from Nachos Max and a Steak Pita Pilot to the Fleur-de-lis 

and a Pacific salad, the menu features a wide variety of choices. 

 

 

 

 
 Museum Hours  

 Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 (Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day)  

 New Hours Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 pm.  (starting July 8th  closed on 

Mondays) 

 

 



 

 

 

Military Daytime Reunions 

 

The Museum takes great pride in rolling out the red carpet to our special 

guest no Matter how big or small your group. Your group is very 

important to us! 

 

Daytime at the Museum is a fun and inexpensive way to maximize your 

time together in one of the world’s largest Naval Air Museums. 

 

We take all the guess work out of your planning! 

A distinctive day could include: 

 

09:00 Arrive at the Naval Aviation Museum 

 

09:30-11:00 Take part of one of our free guided tours conducted by the 

Museum’s professional and knowledgeable Volunteer docent staff. 

(Standing daily guided tours 9:30, 11:00, 1:00 and 2:00) 

 

11:-1245 Lunch at Cubi Bar Café, and were they serves soups, salads, deli 

sandwiches and dessert. The breads are baked fresh daily. Most menu 

items bear names that are a tribute to aviation, such as the Aviator 

Sandwich and the Chicken Pita Pilot. 

 

12:45-1300: Be escorted into our Giant Screen IMAX ®theater, were we 

can put a 

Special WELCOME on our (7) story screen for your group. 

 

1300-1345: View one of IMAX® Theater movie (specific film to be 

determined) 

 

1400-1500: Fly with the Blue Angels in the Museum’s new attraction, the 

Blue Angels X4D® Experience. Located in Hangar Bay One your group 

will enjoy exciting, action-packed aerial maneuvers with the Blue Angels. 

 With 3D images and surprising special effects, you’ll feel like you’re a 

part of a Blue Angels air show. 

 

 



 

 

15:00-1600: Free time to do as they pleased but strongly suggest 

incorporating into 

Their schedule the following: 

 

 Flight line bus tours 

 Visit to the Flight Deck Gift Shop 

 Ride the Motion-Based Simulator 

 Max-Flight 360 pitch and roll simulator ride 

 Additional IMAX® movies 

 

Give us a call today and let’s get your plans underway! 

 

 
 

National Naval Aviation Museum 

Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, Inc. 

Diane Bell 

1-888-627-4629 

1-850-453-2025 

1-850-453-2018 fax 

Email:dbell@navalaviationmuseum.org 
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