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Good morning. It is an honor for me to be with you, and to be back at Pensacola at the National Naval Aviation Museum on the anniversary of this infamous day for our country and our U.S. Navy Fleet.

First let me acknowledge the enduring work of Oz Nunn and the museum volunteers.  Beginning with the first Pearl Harbor commemoration at the museum, which I am told was back in 1991; this event has been entirely organized and executed by members of the museum’s volunteer program.  Oz Nunn, where are you?  And the rest of the volunteers?   Please join me in a round of applause for their continuing efforts.

If you will permit me, I would also like to take a moment to honor some of the members of the local chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association.  Not all of them may be attending today for obvious reasons, but I think it is fitting that they all be recognized.  

William Braddock

Jay Carraway

Francis Edmond

Joe Engel – I know a little of Joe’s story.  As I understand it Joe was assigned to a PBY squadron at NAS Kaneohe at the time of the attack.  His oldest son sometimes attends this event with his father. Joe’s son was a baby living in Hawaii with his Dad and Mom on December 7th, and is therefore one of the very young Pearl Harbor survivors. 

Jacob Gallaway 

Dale Hendricks 

James Landis 

Roger Langley 

George Mills 

John Mobley 

John Rutledge – They tell me John was a member of the USS California band and was assembled on the deck of the battleship when the attack began. Of course California was sunk on that day but was raised and restored.  

And, Harry Simoneaux – who is an honorary member of the local chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association.

Let’s remember these men with a round of applause.

If you are familiar with the museum you know that we have an SBD-2 Dauntless dive-bomber in this magnificent collection that was at Pearl Harbor on the day of the attack.  It is the only known surviving aircraft of its type.
If you will permit me to quote from an article that appeared this last November 10th by Travis Griggs in the Pensacola News Journal.  

“When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, BuNo 2106 was there, and when the smoke cleared on the Day of Infamy, it had survived.

“This Dauntless was there when America struck back in the islands of the South Pacific, returning through the mountains and diving so fast on Japanese ships that it nearly crashed. At the Battle of Midway in 1942, the Dauntless saw half of its squadron shot from the sky, but pressed on, dropping bombs and sputtering home with more than 200 bullet holes in its skin. (Its pilot and radio-gunner were badly wounded).

“With the battle damage repaired, the plane was sent back to the states to serve as a training aircraft, only to go down in Lake Michigan with a student pilot at the controls.

“The dive bomber spent about 50 years on the bottom of the lake before being pulled from the water in 1993 and restored by the National Naval Aviation Museum at Pensacola Naval Air Station.

Today, friends come from far and wide to see BuNo 2106, the last surviving Dauntless from the Battle of Midway, and tell of their experiences with planes like it.”

Here’s some more background.  

SBD-2 BuNo 2106, was the sixth of 87 SBD-2s delivered to the U.S. Navy in 1940-41.

It participated in the Army-Navy War Games in Louisiana in the fall of 1941 that set the stage for American participation in the coming war.  During those war games this airplane sustained engine damage.  So, after returning to Hawaii, BuNo 2106 was left behind at Ford Island on December 5, 1941, when its ship, Lexington, sailed out of Pearl Harbor to reinforce Wake Island with Marine aircraft onboard.   Two days later more than 417 Japanese aircraft attacked Pearl Harbor. 

Twenty-six American aircraft were lost at Ford Island, twenty-eight more at Kaneohe.  None of them got off the ground.  And at Ewa Marine air base thirty-three more planes were destroyed on the ground.  

Somehow, through all of this, this little dive-bomber survived.

BuNo 2106 took part in the raids carried out by Lexington in February and March 1942, including the strike against the new Japanese bases at Lae and Salamaua, New Guinea, where the dive-bombers climbed over the Owen-Stanley mountain range to make their surprise attack.  

Lieutenant (junior grade) Mark Twain Whittier, pilot of this aircraft – 2106 - was awarded the Navy Cross for his actions on that mission.

So, this is a remarkable aircraft and a piece of history.

Now, I don’t know if there is a tradition in the United States Navy about applauding a piece of hardware, but I think we should join in a round of applause for this BuNo 2106, the fighting Dauntless dive bomber.

When we remember the attack on Pearl Harbor, we naturally think of the attack on the ships.  But it is now believed that during the attack, one of the primary objectives of the Japanese was what we call today a "counter-air" operation.  Here is a little know fact, the first Japanese bombs at Pearl Harbor fell amongst the patrol planes (PBYs) on the south of Ford Island.  And, in the Japanese second wave, the PBYs at NAS Kaneohe were one of the main targets. 

This "counter-air" operation was just as important as the attacks on the battle force.  The Navy's patrol wings on Hawaii, if left intact after the attack, would have immediately been launched to search for the withdrawing Japanese fleet.  If found and reported by the PBYs - the "eyes of the fleet" - the Japanese carrier force would have been vulnerable to American attack by any of the surviving Army Air Forces bombers at Hickam Field, and the Navy planes on the aircraft carriers Enterprise and Lexington.  That is why the Japanese put so much effort into attacking the Army and Navy's Oahu airfields and making sure their aircraft were taken out of action –obviously, a very important, but not that well known aspect of the attack.

NAS Pearl Harbor was the home of Patrol Wing 2, while NAS Kaneohe Bay had Patrol Wing 1. Of the thirty-six PBYs at Kaneohe, only three of the flying patrol planes survived the attack. Twenty-four were destroyed and six others were damaged beyond repair.

Of the twenty-nine at NAS Pearl Harbor, only four, off base at the time for a refueling exercise, were flyable after the attack.

In all eighty-seven aircraft were destroyed on the ground during the attack.
One of the distinguished historians at the Naval History Center, Robert Cressman, wrote an article for Naval Aviation News several years ago that pinpointed the destruction of our air assets. 

Cressman wrote about the actions of Ensign Theodore W. Marshall, who was in the BOQ at Ford Island at the time of the attack.  Marshall commandeered a squadron truck, drove through the barracks-area picking up crew and pilots, and delivered them to their battle stations. By the time they reached the flight line, the truck was riddled with holes from bomb fragments and machine gun fire. 

Marshall was a PBY pilot, but all the planes were damaged, so he climbed aboard a TBD-1 torpedo plane known as a Devastator, which was also left behind from Enterprise.   He coaxed the engine of the Devastator into life and somehow got airborne and took off after the Japanese planes.  He tracked them for more than 150 miles until his fuel level forced him to return to Ford Island where, with no more than trainer experience, he managed to put the lumbering, gas-starved plane down successfully without damage.  

For his actions he was awarded the Silver Star. 

Meanwhile, 200 miles off Oahu, five pilots who took off in Sikorsky JRS-1 flying boats engaged the Japanese in what is believed to be the last aerial engagement on December 7th.  

These planes were unarmed utility planes.  Their objective was to try and follow the Zeros back to where they came from.  They were finally engaged by the fighters and had to turn away.  But for their heroism all five pilots were awarded the Navy Cross.  

Included in the awards ceremony was Marine Corps Sergeant Thomas E. Hailey who had been aboard the battleship Oklahoma (BB 37) that was sunk in the harbor.  Sergeant Hailey helped rescue his shipmates from the harbor and then manned an antiaircraft gun on the battleship Maryland (BB 46) until the Japanese began to fly away. He then swam to nearby Ford Island and volunteered to go up in one of the Sikorskys.  He was armed with a Springfield rifle and still in his skivvies – underwear – from his lifesaving attempts in the harbor; he was the gunner, with a rifle, that engaged the Japanese in the last aerial battle on that day. 

For his heroism he also received the Navy Cross.  

As the pilots and ground crews surveyed the carnage as the sun went down on December 7, 1941, Bob Cressman wrote,

“In the stygian (or hellish) darkness on the night of December 7, 1941, Naval Aviators reflected on the tumultuous events of the day. Although surprised by a resourceful foe, the officers and men at Pearl and Kaneohe had fought back resolutely, exhibiting their own brand of bravery. Fortunately, the Japanese had not caught any carriers in port; Enterprise and Lexington were providentially at sea when the blow fell. They… would prove a part of the means by which the United States Navy would begin to battle back in the Pacific and take the war to the enemy who had begun the conflict with such swift and terrible suddenness. It was clear, U.S. Naval Aviation would indeed “Remember Pearl Harbor.”

So, what was going on here at the Pensacola Naval Air Station on 

that day? Students had been training that week at a new ground 

school building, Building 633, which opened in February 1941 and 

was notable in that it was air-conditioned.
Pilots in training in Squadron 2 were trying to avoid making a mistake that would lead to their being forced to wear a placard around their necks stating that they were members of the "Ignoble Order of Dumb and Blind Pilots."  

The popular off duty spots for liberty every weekend were the Hotel San Carlos and the B&B Restaurant, Casino, and Bar, where dance music was from "10- to who-knows-when." 

The white sands of Pensacola Beach were touted as "America's Finest Beach-The Playground of the South."

Cadets visited White & White, Inc. for officer uniform fittings and Elebash Jewelry Company for class rings.

News of the attack at Pearl didn’t reach Pensacola until the afternoon.

In a letter to his family the next day, Aviation Cadet William Prescott from NAS Pensacola wrote: 

“A change has occurred here.  It was Sunday, one of those bright, snappy sunny Sundays; and a group of use had determined to go into town for the afternoon and evening for a change of fare and what have you.  A few cadets were gathered in my room, waiting for my transformation into “civvies”… A cadet ran into the room. ‘Hear the news, fellows, Pear Harbor has been bombed by the Japanese.’  We laughed, ‘O.K. what’s the gag?’  But the look on his face foretold what we were to find when the radio was hurriedly switched on. There was a shocked silence and for several minutes the only sound was the announcer’s voice bringing us the tragic news.  We stood with heads bowed in chagrin, but with defiance in our hearts.  Tears were in the eyes of some.

“We went into town that night. (That’s where everyone was gathering)  The faces of my friends were very changed.  I realized then what this strenuous training we had undergone was meaning to them now. They were older faces, lined and tired, but deadly serious. Each was realizing the situation in all of its aspects.  Was this the Navy of the John Paul Jones’ and the David Farragut’s’?  It must be.

“What do I know about the situation? -little more than you.  I do know that it is a desperate situation and involves more than has yet met the eye or ear of the public.”

During 1941, twenty-six flight classes trained on board NAS Pensacola.  All told, twenty-one students and instructors were killed in crashes during the year.  Among those on board during 1941 was Aviation Cadet Joseph J. Foss, who later received the Medal of Honor as a Marine fighter pilot, and Lieutenant Lance E. Massey, the XO of a training squadron, who would be killed at the Battle of Midway while in command of Torpedo Squadron (VT) 3.

The commandant of the station was Captain Albert C. Read, who in 1919 commanded the first military aircraft to fly across the Atlantic.  

Of course, we will always remember and never forget this day for the cowardly attack on our sailors and their mighty ships as they floated peacefully in Pearl Harbor at 7:32 A.M on that Sunday morning 67 years ago today.

But, in a larger sense the understanding of this, our Naval History, is vital to our national security and to the training and maturing of our naval leadership.

Rear Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan, USN, (1840-1914) wrote, “The study of military history lies at the foundation of all sound military conclusions and practice.”   

Mahan echoed the opinion of many earlier thinkers. They agreed that the utility of naval history as an aid to sound decision making extends well beyond the process of “lessons learned,” even beyond the oft repeated observation of George Santayana that, “those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

As we remember those who lost their lives at Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941, may we remember a few of the words that President Lincoln spoke at Gettysburg when he said, “It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave their last full measure of devotion.”  That cause, of course is the protection and endurance of our great nation.

Thank you very much.
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